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papers, that all attempts are to be made 
tis ſeſſion, by the Preſbyterians and their adhe- 
rents, for taking off the Teſt; as a kind of pre- 
paratory ſtep to make it go dow ſmoother in 
England. For, if once their light would fo Hine, 


the Papiſts, delighted with the blaze, would all 


come in and dance about it. This I take to be 
a prudent method; like that of a diſcreet phyſi- 
cian, who firſt gives a new medicine to a dogs 
before he e it to a human creature. 


"oh 5 The 


7 E have been told, in the common 3 . 
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＋ ia 3 have, ever 3888 the Nees 
lution, directed their learned caſuiſts, to employ 
their pens on this ſubject, by ſhewing the merits 
and pretenfions, upon which they claim this 
Juſtice, as founded upon the ſervices they did to- 
wards the Reſtoration of King Charles the Se- 


conqd, and at the Revolution under the Prince of 


Orange. Which pleas I take to be the moſt 
fingular in their kind, that ever were offered in 
the face of the ſun againſt the moſt glaring lights 
of truth, and againſt a continuation of public 
facts, known to all Europe for twenty years to- 
gether. * I ſhall therefore imparrially examine 
the merits. and conduct of the Preſbyterians upon 
thoſe two great events; and the F to 
favour, Which they challenge upon them. 
Soon after the Reformation of the Church in 
England, under Edward the Sixth, upon Queen 
Mary's ſucceeding to the crown (who reſtored 
Popery) many Proteſtants fled out of England, 
to eſcape the perſecution raiſed againſt the church, 
as her brother had left it eſtabliſhed, Some of 
theſe exiles went to Geneva; which city had 
received the doctrine of Calvin, and rejected the 
government of biſhops; with many other refine- 
ments. Theſe Engliſh exiles. readily embraced 
the Geneva ſyſtem; and having added further 
improvements of their own, upon Queen Mary's 
death, returned to England; where they preached 
up their new opinions, inveighing bitterly againſt 
| | . 
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Epiſcopacy, and all rites and ceremonies, how- 


ever innocent and ancient in the church: building 


upon this foundation; to run as far as poſſible | 


from Popery, even in the moſt minute and in- 


different circumſtances. This faction, under the 
name of Puritan, became very turbulent during 
the whole reign of Queen Elizabeth, and were 
always diſcouraged by that wife Queen, as well 
as by her two ſucceſſors. However, their num. 
bers, as well as their inſolence and perverſeneſs, 


ſo far increaſed, that, ſoon after the death of 
King James the Firſt, many inſtances of their 


petulancy and ſcurrility are to be ſeen in their 
pamphlets, written for ſome years after (which 
was a trade they began in the days of Queen 


Elizabeth) particularly with great rancour againft 
the biſhops, the habits, and the ceremonies : 


ſuch were thoſe ſcurrilous libels under the title 


of Martin Marprelate, and' ſeveral others. And 


although the Earl of Clarendon tells us, until 


the year 1640 (as I remember) the kingdom was 


in a ſtate of perfect peace and happineſs, without 
the leaſt appearance of thought or defign towards 


making any alterations in religion and govern- 
ment; yet I have found, by often rummaging for 
old books in Little Britain and Duck-lane, a 

great number of pamphlets, printed from the 
year 1630 to 1640, full of as bold andi impious 
railing expreſſions againſt the lawful power of 


the crown, and the order of biſhops, as ever 


„ | were 
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were uttered during the rebellion, or the whole 
ſubſequent tyranny of that fanatic anarchy.— 
However, I find it mavifeſt, that Puritaniſm did 
not erect itſelf into a new ſeparate ſpecies of re- 
ligion, till ſome time after the rebellion began. 
For, in the latter times of King James the Firſt, 
and the former part of his ſon, there were ſeveral 
Puritan biſhops, and many Puritan private cler- 
gymen; while people went, as their inclinations 
led them, to hear preachers of each party in the 
pariſh churches, for the Puritan clergy had re- 
ceived epiſcopal orders, as well-as the reſt. But 
ſoon after the rebellion broke out, the term Pu- 
ritan gradually dropt, and that of Preſbyterian 
ſucceeded ; which ſect was, in two or three years, 
eſtabliſhed | in all its forms, by. what. they called 
an or inance of the Lords and Commons, without 
conſulting. the King, who was then at war againſt 
his rebels. And from this period the church 
continued under perſecution, until monarchy 
was reſtored. i in the year 1660. 

. In a year or two after, we began to hep of 2 
new: party riſen, and growing in parliament as 
well as the army, under the name of Indepen- 
dent: it ſpread, indeed, ſomewhat more in the 

latter; but not equal with the Preſbyterians, 
either in weight: or Os until, the err time 
the King was murdered, | 


t 


When the King, who was then a pot 7 in 
; the Iſle of Wight, had made his laſt conceſſions 
5 * | | 2 © 5th for 
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for a peace to the commiſſioners of the Parlia . 
ment, who attended him there; upon their re- 


turn to London, they reported his Majeſty's an- 


ſwer in the Houſe. Whereupon a number of 


moderate members, who, as Ludlow ſays, had 


ſecured their own terms with that Prince, ma- 


naged with ſo much art as to obtain a majority 


in a thin Houſe for paſſing a vote, that the King's 
"conceſſions wwere a ground for a future ſettlement. But 
the great officers of the army, joining with the 
diſcontented members, came to a reſolution of 
excluding all thoſe who had conſented. to that 
vote; which they executed in a military way. 
Ireton told Fairfax, the general, a rigid Preſpy- 
terian, of this reſolution ; who thereupon iſſued 
his orders for drawing out the army the next 
morning, and placing guards in Weſtminſter- 
hall, the Court of Requeſts, and the Lobby; 
who, in obedience to the General, in conjunction 
with thoſe members who had oppoſed the vote, 


would let no member enter the Houſe, except 


thoſe. of their own party. Upon which the 
- queſtion, for bringing the King to juſtice, was 
immediately put, and carried, without oppoſi- 
tion, that I can find. Then an order was made 


for his trial; the time and place appointed; the 
Judges named, of whom Fairfax himſelf was 
one, although, by the advice or threats of his 
wife, he deelined fitting among them. How 
| os by * orders under his own hand, which 
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-T have ſeen in print, he appointed guards to AR 
tend the judges at the trial, and to keep the city 
in quiet; as he did likewiſe to prevent any oppo- 
fition from the oe upon; 8 ay of execu- 
tion. 

From what 1 ns Heads deduced, it appears 
manifeſt, that the differences between theſe two 
ſects, Preſbyterian and Independent, did not then 

amount to half ſo much as what there is between 
a2 Whig and Tory at preſent among us. The 
deſign of utterly extirpating Monarchy and 

Epiſcopacy was equally the ſame in both; evi- 
dently the conſequence of the very ſame princi- 

ples, upon which the Preſbyterians alone began, 

continued, and would have ended. in the ſame 

events; if, towards the concluſion, they had not 
been bearded by that new party, with whom they 
could not agree about dividing the ſpoil. How- 
ever, they held a good ſhare of civil and military 
employments during the whole time of the uſur- 
pation; and their names, actions, and prefer- 
ments are frequent in the account of thoſe times. 
For I make no doubt, that all the prudent Preſ- 


byterians complied in proper ſeaſons, falling in 


with the ſtream; and thereby got that ſhare in 
- employments, which many of them held to the 
Reſtoration ; and, perhaps, too many of them 
after. In the ſame manner we find our wiſeſt 
Tories, in both kingdoms, upon the change of 
hands and 1 at the Queen's death, have 


| endeavoured 
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„ 
_endeayoured for ſeveral years, by due com- 
pliances, to recover the time they had loſt by 4 
temporary obſtinacy; wherein they have well 
| ſucceeded, according to their degrees of merit; 
of whoſe names I could here make honoutable 
mention, if I did not fear it mighr offend their 
modeſty. As to what is alleged, that ſome of 
the Preſbyterians declared openly againft the 
King's murder, I allow it to be true, Bi from 
what motives ? No other can poſſibly be aſſigned, 
than perfect ſpite, rage, and envy, to find them- 
ſelves wormed ont of all power by a new infant 
| ſpawn of Independents, ſprung from their own 
bowels. It is true, the differences in religious 
tenets between them are very few and trifling ; 
the chief quartel, as far as I remember, relating 
to congregational and national aſſemblies. But 
wherever intereſt or power think fit to interfere, 
it little imports what principles the oppoſite par- 
ties think fit to charge upon each other: for we 
' ſee, at this day, that the Tories are more hated 
by the whole ſer of zealous Whigs, than the very 
Papiſts themſelves; and, in effect, as much un- 
qualified for the ſmalleſt office: although both 
theſe parties aſſert themſelves to be of the ſame 
religion in all its branches of doctrine and diſei- 
pline; and profeſs the ſame loyalty to the ms 
Proteſtant King and his heirs. | 
If the reader would know what became of this 
Ferse party, mou whom all the miſchief 
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zs charged by their Preſbyterian brethren, he may 
pleaſe to obſerve, that, during the whole uſur- 

pation, they contended, by degrees, with their 
parent ſect, and, as I have already ſaid, fhared 

-in employments ; and gradually, after the Reſto- 

ration, mingled with the maſs of Preſbyterians ; 
lying ever ſince.  undiſtinguiſhed in the herd, of 
3 | 

The Preſbyterians merit is of as little weight, 

when . they allege themſelves inſtrumental to- 
- wards. the King's Reſtoration. The kingdom 
grew tired with thoſe ridiculous models of go- 
vernment: firſt, by a Houſe of Lords and Com- 
mons, without a King; then without Biſhops ; 
afterwards by a Rump, and Lords temporal; 
then by a Rump alone; next by a ſingle perſon 
for life, in conjunction with a council; by agi- 
tators; by major-generals; by a new kind of 
repreſentatives from the three kingdoms; by the 
| keepers of the liberties of England ; with other 
ſehemes that have ſlipt out of my memory. 
Cromwell was dead; his fon Richard, a weak 
ignorant wretch, who gave up his monarchy 
much in the ſame manner with the two uſurping 
Kings of Brentford ; the people haraſſed with 
taxes, and other oppreſſions. The King's party, 
then called the Cavaliers, began to recover their 
ſpirits, The few nobility, ſcattered through the 
kingdom, who lived in a moſt retired manner, 
obſerving the confuſion of things, could no 
: longer 
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longer enlürt to be ridden by de coblers, 
brewers, and the like, at the head of armies, and 
plundering every where like French dragoons. 
The Rump aſſembly grew defpicable to thoſe 
who had raifed them: the city of London, 
exhauſted by almoſt twenty years contributing 
to their own ruin, declared againſt them. 

The Rump, after many deaths and reſurrec- 
tions, was, in the moſt contemptuous manner, 
| Kicked out, and burnt in effigy. The excluded 
members were let in: a free Parliament called in 


as legal a manner as e times would allow; * 


the King reſtored. . 
The ſecond claim of 'Prefbyterian merit in 


founded upon their ſervices againſt the dangerous 


deſign of King James the Second; while that 


Prince was uſing all his endeavours to introduce 


Popery, which he openly profeſſed upon his 
e to the crown: to this they add their 


eminent ſervices at the Rewlution ande the 


| Prines of Orange. e 
Nov the quantum of Preſbyterian merit, during 

"he four years reign of that weak, bigotted, and 

ill-adviſed Prince, as well as at the time of the 


Revolution, will eaſily be computed, by a re- 


courſe to a great number of hiſtories, pam- 


Phlets, and public papers, printed in thoſe times, 
| and ſome afterwards; befides the verbal teſtimo- 


nies of thany perſons = "Ware, who are old 
e | —_ 


. L 10 1 
enough to have known and ard the Dit. 
ſenters conduct in that critical period. 
It is agreed, that upon King Charles the Se- 
cond's death, ſoon after his ſucceſſor had pub- 
lickly owned himfelf a Roman Catholic, he be- 
gan with his firſt careſſes to the church party; 
from whom, having received very cold, diſcourag- 
ing anſwers, he applied to the Preſbyterian lea- 
ders and teachers: being adviſed, by his prieſts 
and Popiſn courtiers, that the ſafeſt method to- 
wards introducing his own religion would be by 
taking off the Sacramental Teſt, and giving a 
full liberty of conſcience to all religions (I ſup- 
Pole that profeſſed Chriſtianity). It ſeems that 
the Preſbyterians, in the latter years of King 
Charles the Second, upon account of certain 
a plots, (allowed by Eiſhop Burnet to be genuine) 
had been, for a ſhort time, forbid to hold their 
conventicles. Whereupon theſe charitable Chriſ- 
tians, out of perfect reſentment againſt the 
church, received the gracious offers of King 
James with the ſtrongeſt profeſſions of loyalty, 
and higheſt acknowledgements for his favour. 
I have ſeen ſeveral of their addreſſes, full of 
thanks and praiſes, with bitter inſinuations of 
what they had ſuffered; putting themſelves and 
the Papiſts upon the ſame footing, as fellow- 
Jufferers for conſcience; and with the ſtyle of 
our brethren the Roman Catholicks. About this 
time * the project of * (which hath 
ſince 
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E 
fince been practiſed many times with more art 
and ſucceſs) where the principal gentlemen of 
the kingdom were privately catechiſed, by his 
_ Majeſty, ro know whether, if a new Parliament 
were called, they would agree to. paſs an act for 
repealing the Sacramental Teſt, and eſtabliſhing 
a general liberty of conſcience : but he received 
ſo little encouragement, that, deſpairing of ſue- 
ceſs, he had recourſe to his diſpenſing power, 
which the judges had determined to be part of 
his prerogative. By colour of this determina- 
tion, he preferred ſeveral Preſbyterians, and many 
Papiſts, to civil and military employments. 
While the King was thus buſied, it is well known 
that Monſieur Fagel, the Dutch Envoy in Lon- 
don, delivered the opinion of the Prince and 
Princeſs of Orange concerning the Repeal of the 
Teſt; whereof the King had ſent an account ta 
their Highneſſes, to know how far they approved 
of it. The ſubſtance of their anſwer, as reported 
by Fagel, was this, That their Highneſs thought 
very well of a liberty of conſcience ; but by no means of 
giving employments to any other perſous than thoſe toho 
were of the national church, This opinion was con- 
firmed by ſeveral reaſons : I cannot be more par- 
ticular, not having the paper by me, although 
it hath been printed in many accounts of thoſe 
times. And thus much every moderate church- 
man would, perhaps, ſubmit to: but to truſt 
any part of ag civil * in the hands of thoſe 
whoſe 
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whoſe intereſt, inclination, conſeience, and for- 
mer practices have been wholly turned to intro- 


duce a different ſyſtem of religion and govern- 


ment, hath very few examples in any Chriſtian 


ſtate; nor any at all in Holland, the great patro- 
neſs of univerſal toleration. 
Upon the firſt intelligence King James receio- 


ed of an intended invaſion by the Prince of 


Orange, among great numbers of Papiſts, to 


increaſe his troops, he gave commiſſions to ſeve- 


ral Preſbyterians, ſome of whom had been of- 
ficers under the Rump; and particularly he 
placed one Richards, a noted Preſbyterian, at 
the head of a regiment, who had been governor 


of Wexford in Cromwell's time, and is often 


mentioned by Ludlow in his Memoirs, This re- 
giment was raiſed in England againſt the Prince 
of Orange : the colonel made his ſon a captain, 
whom I knew, and who was as zealous a Preſ- 
byterian as his father. However, at the time of 


the Prince's landing, the father, eaſily foreſce- 


ing how things would go, went over, like many 
others, to the Prince, who continued him in his 
regiment; but, coming over a year or two after 
to aſſiſt in raiſing the fiege of Derry, he behaved 

himſelf ſo like either a coward or a traitor, that 


| his regiment was taken from him. 


Iwill now conſider the conduct of the Church 
party during the whole reign of that unfortunate 
King. They were ſo unanimous againſt pro- 

miſing 
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ow + to paſs an at for repealing the Teſt, and 
eſtabliſhing a general liberty of conſcience, that 


the King durſt not truſt a Parliament : ; but, en- 


couraged by the profeſſions of loyalty given him 
by his Preſbyterian friends, went on wich his 
diſpenfing power. | 

The church clergy, at that time, are all 
to havg written the beſt collection of tracts againſt 
Popery, that ever appeared in England; which 
are, to this day, in the higheſt eſteem. But, 
upon the ſtricteſt enquiry, I could never hear of 
above one or two papers publiſhed by the Preſ- 
byterians, at that time, upon the ſame ſubject. 
Seven great prelates (he of Canterbury among 
the reſt) were ſent to the Tower, for preſenting a 
petition, wherein they defired to be excuſed in 
not obeying an illegal command from the King. 
The Biſhop of London, Dr. Compton, was ſum- 
moned to anſwer before the commiſſioners. for 
eocleſiaſtical affairs, for not ſuſpending Dr. Sharp, 
(afterwards Archbiſhop of York) by the King's 
command, If the Preſbyterians expreſſed the 
ſame zeal upon any occaſion, the inſtances of it 
are not, as I can find, left upon record, or tranſ- 


mitted by tradition. The proceedings againſt 


Magdalen-college, in Oxford, for refuſing to 


comply with the King's mandate for admitting a 


profeſſed Papiſt upon their foundation, is a 
ſtanding proof of the courage and firmneſs in re- 
ligion ſhewn by that learned ſociety, to the ruin 
So R 1 
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of their fortunes. Te Preſbyterians know very 
well, that I could produce many more inſtances: 
of the fame kind. But theſe are enough in fo 
mort a paper as I intend at preſent. 

It is indeed very true, that, after King Wil- 
liam was ſettled on the Engliſh throne,” the Preſ- 
byterians began to appear, and offer their cre- 
dentials, and demand favour: and the ne ing, J 
having been originally bred a Calvinift, © was 
deſirous enough to make them eaſy (if that 
would do it) by a legal toleration; although, 
in his heart, he never bore much affection to 
that ſect; nor deſigned to favour them farther 
than as it ſtood with the preſent ſcheme of po- 
liticks; as I have long fince been aſſured by the 
greateſt men of Whig principles at that time in 
England. | hp 
It is likewiſe true, nor will it be denied, that 
when the King was poſſeſſed of the Engliſh crown, 
and the remainder of the quarrel was left to be 
decided in this kingdom; the Preſbyterians wiſe- 
Iy choſe to join with the Proteſtant army, rather 
than with that of King James, their old friend, 
whoſe affairs were then, in a manner, deſperate. 

They were wiſe enough to know that Ire- 

land, divided againſt itſelf, could never prevail 

againſt the united power of England. They 
_ fought pro aris et focis, for their eſtates and reli- 
gion; which latter will never ſuffer ſo much by 
| the church of as as - that of Rome, 
where 


1 = 

where they are accounted hereticks as well as 

we: and, conſequently, they have no other 
game to play. But what merit they can build 
upon having joined with a Proteſtant army, un- . 
der a king they acknowledged, to defend their 
own liberties and properties againſt a Popiſh ene- 

my, under an abdicated king, is, I confeſs, to 
me abſolutely inconceivable; and, I believe, | 1 
will equally be fo for ever, to any reaſonable 

WMhen theſe ſectaries were, ſeveral years ago, | 
making the ſame attempt for aboliſhing the Teſt, 4 
many groundleſs reports were induſtriouſly and - | 
ſeaſonably ſpread of an invaſion threatened by | 
the Pretender on the North of Ireland. At 4 
which time the Preſbyterians, in their pamph- © l 
lets, argued in a menacing manner, that, if the | 
Pretender ſhould invade thoſe parts of the king- 
dom, where the numbers and eſtates of the Diſ- 
ſenters chiefly lay, they would fit till, and let 
us fight our on battles, ſince they were to reap N 
no advantage, which ever ſide ſhould be victors. = 
If this were the courſe they intended to take in 
ſuch a caſe, I defire to know how they could 
contrive ſafely to ftand neuter, otherwiſe than 
by a compact with the Pretender and his army 
to ſupport their neutrality, and protect them 
againſt the forces of the crown? This is a neceſ- 
ſary ſuppoſition; becauſe they muſt otherwiſe | 
have inevitably been a prey to both. However, 55 | 
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by this es gecleration, they ſufficiently 8 
ed their good will, and confirmed the common 


| charge laid at their door; that # Scettiſh or Nor- 


thern Preſbyterian batesour epiſcopal eſtabliſhed 
church more than Popery itſelf. And the rea- i 
ſon for this hatred is natural enough ; becauſe it 


is the church alone that ſtands in the way betwea 


them and power; Which Popery does not. | 
Upon this occaſion IJ am in ſome doubt; whe- 
ther the political readers of thoſe chimerical 


invaſions made a judicious choice, in fixing the 


northern parts of Ireland for that romantic enter- 
Prize. Nor can I well underſtand the wiſdom 


of the Preſpyterians in countenancing and con- 


fitming thoſe reports; becauſe, it ſeems to caſt a 


moſt infamous reſſexion upon the loyalty and re- 
Ugious principles of their whole body : for, if 


there had been any truth in the matter, the con- 


ſequence muſt have been allowed that the Pre- 
tender counted upon more afliſtance from his 
father's friends, the Preſbytetians, by chufing 
to land in thoſe very parts, where their number, 


wealth, and power moſt prevailed, rather than 
among thoſe of his own religion. And there- 


fore, in charity to this ſect, I rather incline to 


believe, that thoſe reports of an invaſion were 


formed and ſpread by the race of ſmall politici- 
ans, in order to do'a ſeaſonable job. ; 
As to Popery in general, which, for a thou- 


fand years paſt, hath been introducing and multi- 
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plying corruptions both in doctrine and diſei- 
pline; I look upon it to be the moſt abſurd ſyſ- 
tem of Chriſtianity, profeſſed by any nation. But 
I cannot apprehend this kingdom to be in much 
danger from it. The eſtates of Papiſts are very 
| few; crumbling into ſmall parcels, and daily di- 
miniſhing; their common people are ſunk in po- 
yerty, ignorance, and cowardice; and of as little 
conſequence as women and children. Their no- 
bility and gentry are at leaſt one half ruined, ba- 
niſhed, or converted: they all ſoundly feel the 
ſmart of what they ſuffered in the laſt Iriſh war: 
ſome of them are already retired into foreign 
countries; others, as I am told, intend to follow 
them; and the reſt, I believe, to a man, who ill 
poſſeſs any lands, are abſolutely determined ne- 
ver to hazard them again for the fake of eftabliſh- 
ing their ſuperſtition, If it hath been thought 
fit, as ſome obſerve, to abate of the law's rigour 
againſt Popery in this kingdom, I am confident 
it was done for very wile reaſons, confidering the 
fituation of affairs abroad, at different times, and 
the intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion in general. 
And as I do not find the leaſt fault in this pro- 
ceeding; ſo I do not conceive, why a funk diſ- 
carded party, who neither expect nor defire any 
thing more than a quiet life, ſhould, under the 
names of High-flyers, Facobites, and many other vile 
appellations, be charged fo often in print, and ar 
common tables, with endeavouring to intro- 
33 | E duce * = 
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duce b oper and the Pietender while the 
Papiſts abhor them above all other men, on ac- 
count of the ſeverities againſt their prieſts in her 
late majeſty's reign, when the zow diſbanded repro- 
bate party was in power. This I was convinced 
of ſome years ago by a long journey into the 
ſouthern parts; where I had the curioſity to ſend 
for many prieſts of the pariſhes I paſſed through, 
and, to my great ſatisfaction, found them every 
where abounding in profeſſion of loyalty-to the 
late King George; for which they gave me the 
reaſons abovementioned ; at the ſame time com- 
plaining bitterly of the hardſhips _ — 
under the Queen's laſt miniflry. 
I return from this digreſſion to the modeſt Fg 
mands of the 'Preſbyterians.for a repeal of the 
Sacramental Teſt, as a reward for their merits at 
the Reſtoration and the Revolution ; which me- 
Tits I have fairly repreſented, as well as my me- 
mory would allow me. If I have committed any 
_ miſtakes, they muſt be of little moment. The 
Facts and principal circumſtances are, what I have 
obtained and digeſted from reading the hiſtories 
of thoſe times written by each party; and many 
thouſands have done the ſame as well as I, who, 
I Qam ſure, have, in their N draun the ſame 
concluſions. . | 
This is the faction, and 1 the men, Who 
are now reſuming their applications, and giving 
| i * 41 merit to o both kingdoms upon two 
% 0 2 ©. © points, 
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points, which of all others they have the 
| leaſt pretenſions to offer. I have collected the 
facts with all poſſible impartiality from the 
current hiſtories of thoſe times; and have ſhewn, 
although very briefly, the gradual proceedings 
of - thoſe ſectaries, under the denominations of 
- Puritans, Prefbyterians, and Independents, for 
about the ſpace of an hundred and eighty years, 
from the beginning of Queen Elizabeth to this 
preſent time. But, notwithſtanding all that can 
be ſaid, theſe very ſchiſmaticks (for ſuch they 
are in temporals as well as ſpirituals) are now 
again expecting, ſoliciting, and demanding (not 
without infinuated threats, according to their cuſ- 
tom) that the Parliament ſhould fix them upon 
an equal foot with their church eſtabliſhed: I 
would fain know to what branch of the legiſla- 

ture they can have the forehead to apply. Not 
to my Lords the Biſhops; who muſt have often 
read how the predeceſſors of this very faction, 
acting upon the ſame principles, drove the whole 
bench out of the houſe; who were then, and 
hitherto continue, one of the three eſtates > not 
to the temporal Peers, the ſecond of the three 
eſtates, who muſt have heard, that, immediately 
after thoſe rebellious fanaticks had murdered 
their King, they voted a Houſe of Lords to be 
uſeleſs and dangerous, and would let them fit no 
longerg otherwiſe tban When elected as Common- 
ers: not to the Houſe of Commons; who muſt 
ove. heard, that, in thoſe fanatick times, the 
"0 2 Preſ. 
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Preſbyterian and Independent commanders in 


the army, by military power, expelled all the 


moderate men out of the houſe, and left a Rump 


to govern the nation: laſtly, not to the crown; 


which thoſe very Saints deſtined 10 rule the earth, 


trampled under their feet, and then, in cold 


blood, murdered the bleſſed wearer. 
But the ſeſſion now approaching, and a ala of 


- Aang teachers being come up to town from 


their northern head quarters, accompanied by 
many of their elders and agents, and ſupported, 


by a general contribution, to ſolicit their eſtabliſgj- 
ment with a capacity of holding all military, as 


well as civil, employments; I think it high time 


khat this paper ſhould ſee the light. However, 


I cannot conclude without freely confeſſing, that 
if the Preſbyterians ſhould obtain their ends, I 


could not be ſorry to find them miſtaken in the 


point, which they have moſt at heart by the re- 
peal of the Teſt ; I mean the benefit of employ- 


ments. For, after all, what aſſurance can a Scot- 


tiſh northern Diſſenter, born on Iriſh ground, 
have, that he ſhall be treated with ſo much fa- 
vour as a True Scot born beyond the Tweed? 
I am ready enough to believe, that all I have 
ſaid will avail but little. I have the common 
excuſe of other men, when I think myſelf bound, 


by all religious and civil ties, to diſcharge my 
_ conſcience, and to warn my countrymen; upon 
this important occaſion. It is true, the rad vo- 


cates For this ſcheme promiſe a new world after 
this bleffed work ſhall be compleated ; that all 
animoſity and faction muſt immediately drop; 
that the only diſtinction in this kingdom will 
then be of Papiſt and Proteſtant: for as to Whig 
and Tory, High- church and Low-church, Ja- 
cobite and Hanover ian, Court and Country Par- 
ty, Engliſh and Iriſh Intereſts, Diſſenters and 
Conformiſts, N ew-light and Old-light, Ana- 
baptiſt and Independent, Quaker and Muggle- 
. tonian ; they will all meet and jumble together 
into a perfect harmony at the ſeſſions and aſſizes, 
on the bench, and in the revenues; and upon 
the whole, in all civil and military truſts, not 
excepting the great councils of the nation. For 
it is wifely argued' thus: that a kingdom being 

no more thaw 2 a larger Knot of friends met toge- 
ther, it is againſt the rules of good manners to 
hut any perſon out of the company, except the 
Papiſts, who profeſs themſelves of another club. 

I am at a loſs to know, what arts the Preſ- 
byterian ſect intend to uſe in convincing the 
world of their loyalty to kingly government, 
which (long before the prevalence, or even the 
birth of their Independent rivals) as ſoon as the 
king's forces were overcome, declared their prin- 
ciples to be againſt monarchy, as well as epiſco- 
pacy and the Houſe of Lords, even until the 
king was reſtored: at which event, although 
they were forced to fubmit to the preſent power, 
C 3 | . "you 
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yet I have not heard, that they did ever, to this : 
day, renounce any one principle, by which their 
predeceſſors then acted; yet this they have been 
challenged to do, or at leaſt to ſhew that others 
have done it for them, by Dr. Tiſdel, who, as 
T am told, hath much employed his pen in the 
like diſputes. Iowvn, they will be ready enough 
to inſinuate themſelves into any government: 
but, if they mean to be honeſt and upright, they 
will and muſt endeavour by all means, which 
they ſball think lawful, to introduce and eſtabliſh 
their own ſcheme of religion, as neareſt ap- 
proaching to the word of God, by caſting out all 
ſuperſtitious ceremonies, eccleſiaſtical titles, ha- 
bits diſtinctions, and ſuperiorities, as rags of 
Popery, in order to a thorough reformation; and as 
in-charity bound to promote the ſalvation of their 
countrymen - wiſhing with Sr. Paul, that the 
Whole kingdom Tere as they are, But what aſſurance. 
will they pleaſe to give, that, when their ſect 
mall become the national eſtabliſhed worſhip, 
they will treat us diſſenters as we have treated 
them? Was this their courſe of proceeding dur- 
ing the dominion of the Saints? Were not all 
the remainders of the epiſcopal church in thoſe 
days, eſpecially the clergy, under a perſecution 
for above a dozen years equal to that of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians under the heathen emperors ? 
That this proceeding was ſuitable to their prin- 
ciples, is known enough; for many of their 
„„ 85 preachers 
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preachers then writ books expreluy againſt 4. 
lowing any liberty of conſcience in a religion 
different from their own; producing many ar- 
guments to prove that opinion, and among the 
reſt, one frequently inſiſted on; that allowing 
ſuch a liberty would be to eflabliſh iniquity by a 
law, ' Many of theſe writings are yet to be ſeen; 
| and, T hear, have been mo M the? ar 
amm * 
As to their great [objection of oroftitaring that 
dub: inſtitution, the bleſſed Sacrament, by way 
of a Teſt before admittance into any employ- 
ment; I aſk, whether they would not be con- 
tent to receive it. after their. or -maner for the 
office of a Judge, for that of a Commiſſioner in 
the Revenue, for a Regiment of Horſe, or to 
be a Lord Juſtice, I believe they. would ſcru- 
pleꝰit as little; as a long grace before and after. 
dinner, which they can ſay without bending a 
knee; for, as I have been told, their manner of. j 
taking bread and wine in their, conventicles, is 
performed with little more ſolemnity than at 
their common meals. And therefore, ſince they. 
look upon our practice, in receiving the ele- 
ments, to be idolatrous, they neither can nor 
ought, in conſcience, to allow us that liberty, . 
other wiſe than by connivance, and a bare tolera- 
tion, like what is permitted to the Papiſts. Bu 
 befl ze ſhould offend them, I am ready to change this 
Teſt ape another; ; although, I am afraid, that 
v4 & 4 | | 
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ſanRified * is, by no means, PO point where 
the difficulty pinches, and is only offered by 
pretended churchmen; as if they could be con · 
tent with our believing, that the impiety and 
profanation of making the Sacrament a Teſt were 
the only objection. I therefore propoſe, that 
before the preſent law be repealed, another may 
be enacted; that no man ſhall receive any em- 
ployment before he ſwears himſelf to be a true 
member gf the Church of Ireland, in doctrtine 
and diſcipline, &c.; and that he will never fre- 
quent or communicate with any other torn: of 
worſhip. It ſhall likewiſe be further enacted, 
that whoever offends, &c.. ſhall be fined five 
hundred Pounds, impriſoned for a year and a 
day, and . renderetl incapable of all publick 
truſt for ever. Otherwiſe I do inſiſt, that thoſe 
pious, indulgent, external profeſſors of our 
national religion, ſhall either give up that falla- 
_ cious, hypocritical reaſon for taking off the Teſt, 
or freely confeſs, that they de fire to have a gate 
wide open for every ſect, without any Teſt at 
all, except that of ſwearing loyalty to the King: 
which; however, conſidering their principles 
with regard to monarchy yet unrenounced, 
might, if they would pleaſe to look deep enough 
mito their on hearts, prove more bitter Teſt, 
than any other that the law hath yet invented. 
For from the firſt time that theſe ſectaries ap- 
bee in the world, i it bach been always found, 
2 | „ by 
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dy their whole proceedings, that they profeſſed 
an utter hatred to kingly government. I can re- 
collect, at preſent, three civil eſtabliſhments, 
where Calviniſts and ſome other reformers, who 
rejected Epiſcopacy, poſſeſs the ſupreme power; 
and theſe are all republicks; I mean Holland, 
Geneva, and the reformed Swiſs cantons. I do 
not ſay this in diminution or diſgrace to com- 
mon wealths; wherein I confeſs | have much al- 
| tered many opinions under which I was educated, 
having been 1, by ſome obſervation, long ex- 
perience, and a thorough deteſtation for the cor- 
ruptions of mankind ; inſomuch, that I am now 
juſtly liable to the cenſure of Hobbes, who com- 
plains, that the youth of England imbibe ill opi- 
nions from reading the hiſtories of ancient Greece 
and Rome, thoſe renowned 8255 of liberty and 
every virtue. 
But as to monarchs, who muſt be Wp 8 
well to ſtudy and underſtand their own intereſt; 
they will beſt conſider, whether thoſe people, 
who in all their actions, preachings, and writ- 
ings, have openly declared themſelves againſt | 
regal powef, are to be ſafely placed in an equal 
degree of favour and truſt, with thoſe who' have 
been always found the true and only friends to 
the Engliſh eſtabliſhment. From which confider- 
ation I could have added one more article to my 
new tefl, if 1 * thought it worth my time. 
1 have 


I have been aſſured, by ſome perſons who were 
preſent, that ſeveral of theſe diſſenting teachers, 
upon the firſt arrival hither to ſolicit the repeal of 

= the teſt, were pleaſed to expreſs their gratitude 

3 by publickly drinking the, healths of certain 

| eminent patrons, whom they pretend to have 

| =D found among us. If this be true, and that the 

= teſt muſt be delivered up by the vety-ſiperiors op- 

pointed tu defend it; the affair is already, in effect, 
at am end. What ſecret reaſons thoſe patrons 

may have given for ſuch a return of brotherly 

love, I ſhall not enquire: For, O my foul, come not 

thou in their ſecret; unto their aſſembly, ine honour, 


[ be not thou united. Tor in their anger they flewi a man, 
| end in their ſelf-eill-they digged doron a call. Curſed 


be their anger ſor it ꝛvas fierce 3 and their worath, ſor it 
was.cruel. I vill divide Hew in Jacob, a and — 
5 in Hrael. 9 3 75 


1 
ADVANTAGES 
- PROPOSED. * 


REPEALING Tas SACRAMENTAL rer. N 
IMPARTIALLY CONSIDERED: 


WRITTEN IN THE YEAR fe tha 


forever writes tapareaity upon this 
ſubject, muſt do it not only as a mere 
ſecular man, but as one who is altogerher indif- 
ferent to any particular ſyſtem of Chriſtianity. 
And, I think, in whatever country that religion 
predominates, there is one certain form of wor- 
ſhip and ceremony, which is looked upon as the 
_ eſtabliſhed; and conſequently, only the prieſts 
of that particular form are maintained at the 
publick charge; and all civil employments be- 
ſtowed among thoſe, who comply (at leaſt out- 
wardly) with the ſame eſtabliſhment. . 


( 
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This method is ſtrictly obſerved, even by our 
neighbours the Dutch, who are confeſſed to allow 
the fulleſt liberty of conſcience of any Chriſtian 
ſtate; and yet are never known to admit any per- 
ſons into civil offices, who do not conform to 
the legal worſhip. As to their mititary men, 
they are, indeed, not fo ſcrupulous; being, by 
the nature of their government, under a neceſſity 
of hiring foreign troops, of whatever religious 

nomination, upon-every great emergency, and 
maintaining no ſmall number in time of peace. 

This eaution therefore, of making one eſta- 
bliſhed faith, ſeems to be univerſal, and founded 

upon the ſtrongeſt reaſons; the miſtaken or af- 
fected zeal of obſtinacy and enthuſiaſm having 
produced ſuch a number of - horrible- deſtructive 
events throughout all Obriſtendom. F or who- 

ever begins to think the national . worſhip. 1s 
wrong in any important article of practice or be⸗ 
lief, will, if he be ſerious, naturally have a zeal 
to make as many proſelytes as he can: and a na- 
tion may poſlibly have an hundred different ſects 
with their leaders; z every one of which hath an 
equal right to plead, that they muſt obey God 
rather than man; muſt cry: aloud, and ſpare not; 
muſt lift up their voice like a trumpet, 

This was the very, caſe of England during the 
fanatick times. And againſt all this there ſcems 
to be no defence, but that of ſupporting | one eſ- 
a rabliſhed form of doctrine and diſci — leaving 
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the reſt to a bare liberty of biene but 1 
out any maintainance or encouragement from the 


publick. 


Wherever this national religion grows ſo cor- 
rupt, or is thought to do ſo by a very great ma- 


jority of landed people joined to the governing 


party, whether prince or ſenate, or both, it 
ought to be changed; provided the work might 


be done without blood or confuſion. Yet, when- 
ever ſuch a change ſhall be made, ſome other eſ- 


tabliſhment muſt ſucceed, although for the 


worſe; allowing all deviations that would break 


the union, to be only tolerated. In this ſenſe, 


thoſe who affirm that every law, which 1s con- 


trary to the law of God, is void in itſelf, ſeem 


to be miſtaken: for many laws in Popiſh king- 
doms and ſtates, many more among the Turks, 
and, perhaps, not a few in other countries, are 
directly againſt the divine laws; and yet, God 
knows, are very far from i void in the exe- 
cutive part. | 
Thus for inftance, if the three eſtates of Par- 
liament in England (whereof the Lords Spiritual, 
who repreſent the Church, are one) ſhould agree 
and obtain the royal aſſent to aboliſh epiſcopacy, 
together with the liturgy, and the whole frame 
of the Engliſh Church, as burthenſome, danger- 


0 pus, and contrary to Holy Scripture ; and that 


Preſbytery, - Anabaptiſm, Quakeriſm, Indepen- 
dency, Muggletonianiſm, Browniſm, Familiſm, 
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or any other ſubdivided ſect among us, mould be 


eſtabliſhed in its place: without queſtion all 


py peaceable ſubjects ought paſſively to ſubmit ; and 


the predominant ſect muſt become the religion 
eſtabliſhed; the publick maintaining no other 


teachers, nor admitting any perſons of a differ- 


ent religious profeſſion, into civil offices, at leaſt 


if their intention be to preſerve the nation in 
peace. 
Suppoſing then, that the preſent rg 1 reli- 


gion were aboliſhed; and Preſbytery, which I 


find ſtands the faireſt, with its ſynods and claſſes, 
and all its forms and ceremonies effential or cir- 
cumſtantial, were erected into the national wor- 
ſhip: their teachers, and no others, could have 
any legal claim to be ſupported at the public 
charge, whether by ſtipends or tithes; and only 

the reſt of the ſame faith to be en of civil 
_ employments. | 


If there be any true reafoukig i in aku, I TY 
laid down, it ſhould ſeem, that the project now 


in agitation for repealing the Teſt Act, and yet 


leaving the name of an eſtabliſhment to the pre- 
ſent national Church, is altogether inconſiſtent; 
and may admit of conſequences, which thoſe, 
who are the moſt indifferent to any mo at all, 
are poſſibly not aware of. N 


I preſume, whenever the Teſt ſhall be indus; 


dah obliges all men, who enter into office un- 
der the Granny to . the Bactagobe aCCOrG- 
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ing to the rites of the Church; the way to 


employments will be immediately left open 


to all Diſſenters (except Papiſts) whoſe con- 
ſciences. can ſuffer them to take the common oaths 
in ſuch caſes preſcribed; after. which they are 
qualified to fill. any lay ſtation in this kingdom, 
from that of Chief Governor to an Exciſeman. 
Thus, of the three Judges on each Bench, 
the firſt may be a Preſbyterian, the ſecond a 
Free-will Baptiſt, and the third a Churchman; 
the Lord Chancellor may be an Independent; 
the revenues may be managed by ſeven Com- 
miſſioners of as many different ſects; and the like 
of all other employments: not to mention the 
ſtrong probability that the lawfulneſs of taking 
oaths may be revealed to the Quakers, who then 
will ſtand upon as good a foot for preferment, as 
any other loyal ſubjects. It is obvious to ima- 
gine, under ſuch a motly adminiſtration of af- 
fairs, what a claſhing there will be of intereſt 
and inclinations; what pullings and hawlings 


backwards and forwards; what a zeal and bias, 


in each religioniſt, to advance nis own tribe, and 


depreſs the others. For, I ſuppoſe, nothing will 


be readier granted, than that how indifferent ſo- 
ever moſt men are in faith and morals, yet, whe- 
ther out of artifice, natural complexion, or love 
of contradiction, none are more obſtinate in main- 
taining their own opinions, and worry ing all who 


ditfer from them, than thoſe who publickly her 
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the leaſt ſenſe either of 2 or common hos 
veſty. 7 

As to the latter, Biſhop Horace 15 us, 1 | 
8 the Preſbyterians, in the fanatick times, profeſ- 
| fed themſelves to be above morality ; which, as 
we find in ſome of their writings, was numbered 
among the &eggarly elements: and accordingly, at 
this.day, no ſcruples of conſcience, with regard 
to conformity, are, in any trade or calling, in- 
conſiſtent with the greateſt fraud, EY per- 
Jury, or any other vice. 
This brings to my memory a . in Mon- 
' taigne, of a common proftitute, who, in the 
ſtorming of a town, when a ſoldier came up to 
her chamber and offered violence to her chaſtity, 
rather choſe to venture her neck, by leaping out 
of the window than ſuffer a rape; yet ſtill con- 
tinued her trade of wn while ſhe had any 


cuſtomers left. b 
I confeſs, that, in my private. judgment, an 


unlimited permiſſion of all ſects whatſoever (ex- 
cept Papiſts) to enjoy employments, would be 
leſs pernicious to the public, than a fair ſtruggle 
between two contenders; becauſe, in the former 
caſe, ſuch a jumble of principles might poſbbly 
| have the effect of contrary poiſons mingled toge- 
ther; which a ſtrong conſtitution might, per- 
haps, be able for ſome time to ſurvive. 
But, however, 1 mall take the other and more 
probable 3 that this battle for employ- 
ments 
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| mint to be fought only between the Preſbyte- 


rians, and thoſe of the church yer eſtabliſhed. 1 


ſhall not enter into the merits of either fide, by 
_ examining, which of the two is the better ſpiri- 
tual ceconomy, or Which is moſt ſuited to our 


civil conſtitution; but the queſtion turns upon. 


this point ; When the Preſbyterians ſhall have 


got their ſhare of employments (which muſt be 


one full half, or elſe they cannot look upon 


themſelves. as fairly dealt with) I aſk, whether - 
they ought not, by their own principles, and by 


the ſtricteſt rules of conſcience, to uſe the utmoſt 
of their ill, power, and influence, in order to 
reduce the whole kingdom to an uniformity in 


religion, both as to doctrine and diſcipline moſt 


_ agreeable to the word of God. Wherein, if they 
can ſucceed without blood (as under the preſent 
. AI of things it is very poſſible they may) 
is to be haped they will at laſt be fatisficd : 


_ I would warn them of a few difficulties. The 


firſtisof compromiſing among themſelves that im- 


portant controverſy about the old light and the new; 
which otherwiſe may, after thiseſtabliſhment, ſplit 


them as wide as Papiſt and Proteſtant, Whig and 
Tory, or Churchman and Diſſenter; and, conſe- 


quently, the work will be to begin again ; for, 
in religious quarrels, it is of little moment, how 
few or ſmall the differences are; eſpecially when 


the diſpute is only about power. Thus the zea- 


lous Preſbyterians of the N orth are more alienated - 
| 1 5 D | ++" Ra 
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from the eſtabliſhed Clergy, than from the Ro- 
miſh Prieſts; taxing the former with idolatrous 
' worſhip, as diſguiſed Napiſts, ceremony-mongers, 
and many other terms of art; and this for a very 
powerful reaſon ; becauſe the Clergy ſtand in 


their way, which the Popiſn Prieſts do not. 


Thus I am aſſured, that the quarrel between old 


and new light-men is managed with more rage and 
rancour, than any other diſpute of the higheſt 
importance; and this, becauſe it ſerves to leſſen 


or increaſe their ſeveral congregations, | from 
whom they reeeive their contributions. 


Another difficulty, which may embarraſs the 
Preſbyterians after their eſtabliſhment will be, 


how to adjuſt their claim of the Kirk's indepen. 


dency on the civil power, with the conſtitution 
of this monarchy ; a point ſo delicate, that it 


bath often filled the heads of great patriots with 
dangerous notions of the church clergy, without 


the leaſt ground of ſuſpicion, *© 
As to the Preſbyterians allowing wy of 
conſcience to thoſe of epiſcopal principles, when 


their own Kirk ſhall be predominant ; their wri- 


ters are ſo univerſally agreed in the negative, as 
well as their practice during Oliver's reign, that, 


I believe, no reaſonable Churchman (who muſt 
then be a Diſſenter) will expect it. 


I ſhall here take notice, that, in the diviſion 
of employments among the Preſbyterians, after 
this approaching W of the Teſt AQ, ſup- 

| Poſing 
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poſing them, in proper time, to have an 2 equal 
ſhare, the odds will be three. or four to one on 
their ſide, in any farther ſcheme they may have 
towards making their religion national. For, I 
reckon all thoſe gentlemen ſent over from Eng- 
land, whatever religion they profeſs or have 
been educated in, to be of that party: ſince it 
1s no mark of prudence for any perſon to oppoſe 
the current of a nation, where they are, in ſome 
ſort, only ſojourners; unleſs they have it in di- 

rection. | . 
If there be any maxim in politics not to be 
W it muſt be the following: That 
thoſe, whoſe private intereſt is united with the 
Intereſt of their country, ſuppoſing them to be 
of equal underſtanding with the reſt of their 
neighbours, will heartily wiſh,. that the nation 
ſhould thrive, Out of theſe are indubitably cx- 
cepted, all perſons who are ſent flon another 
kingdom, to be employed in places of profit or 
power ; becauſe they cannot poſſibly bear affec- 
tion to the place where they ſojourn, even for 
life; their fole buſineſs being to advance them- 
ſelves, by following the advice of their princi- 
tipals, I except likewiſe thoſe perſons who are 
taken into office, although natives of the land; 
becauſe they are greater gainers while they keep 
their offices, than they could poſfibly be, by 
mending the miſerable condition of their country, 

* lex- 
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11 thirdly, all hopers, who, by 1 
cing accounts with themſelves, turn the ſcale on 
the ſame ſide; becauſe, the ſtrong ex pectation 
of a good, certain ſalary, will outweigh the loſs 

by bad rents received out of lands in Mr 
times. | 

If my lords the biſhops, who I hear are now 
employed in a ſcheme for regulating the conduct 
and maintenance of the inferior clergy, ſhall, in 
their wiſdom and piety, and love of the church, 
conſent to this repeal of the Teſt, I have.not the 
leaſt doubt, that the whole reverend body will 
cheerfully ſubmit to their ſpiritual fathers ; of 
whoſe paternal tenderneſs for their welfare they 
have already found ſo many amazing inſtances. _ 

I am not therefore under the leaſt concern 
about the clergy, on this account, They will 

: {for ſome time) be no great ſufferers by this re- 
| peal ; becauſe I cannot recolle&, among all our 
ſes, any one, that giveth latitude enough to 
take the oaths required at an inſtitution to a 
church living ; and, until that bar ſhall be re- 
moved, the preſent epiſcopal clergy are ſafe for 
two years. Although it may be thought ſome- 
what unequal, that, 4n the northern parts, where 
there may be three Diſſenters to one Churchman, 
the whole revenue ſhall be engroſſed by bin who 
hath ſo ſmall a part of the cure. 

It is true indeed, that this diſadvantage, which | 

the Diſſenters at preſent lie under, of a diſabili- 
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ty to receive hurch⸗ preferments, will be eafily 


remedied by the repeal of the Teſt. For the 


Diſſenting teachers are under no incapacity of 


accepting civil and military employments; 
wherein they agree perfectly with the Popiſh 


clergy; among whom great cardinals and pre- 


lates have been commanders of armies, chief mi- 
niſters, knights of many orders, ambaſſadors, 


ſecretaries of ſtate, and in the moſt high offices 
under the crown; although they aſſert the indeli- 


able character, which no ſectaries among us did 
ever aſſume. But that many, both Preſbyterians 


and Independents, commanders, as wel! as pri- 
vate ſoldiers, were profeſſed preachers in the 
time of their dominion, is allowed by all. Crom- 
well himſelf was a preacher ; and hath left us 


one of his ſermons in print, exactly in the ſame 


: ſtyle and manner with thoſe of our modern Preſ- 


byterian teachers: ſo was Colonel Howard, Sir 


George Downing, and ſeveral others, whoſe 


names are on record. I can therefore ſee no rea- 
ſon, why a painful Preſbyterian teacher, as ſoon 


as the Teſt ſhall be repealed, may not be privi- 


leged to hold, along with the ſpiritual office and 
_ ſtipend, a commiſſion in the army, or the civil 


liſt in commendam: for, as I take it, the church 
of England is the only body of Chriſtians, which, 
in effect, 'diſqualifies thoſe, who are employed 
to preach its doctrine, from ſharing in the civil 


. farther than as ſenators: yet this was a 
9 * 1 5 Privilege 
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privilege begun in times of Popery, many hun- 
dred year b foie the reformation, and woven with 
the very inſtitution of our limited monarchy, 
There is, indeed, another method, whereby 
the ſtipends of Diſſenting teachers may be raiſed, 
and the farmer much relieved ; if it ſhould be 
thought proper to reward a people ſo deſerving, 
and ſo loyal by their principles. Every bithop, 
upon the vacancy of a church living, can ſequeſ- 
ter the profits for the ule of the next incumbent. 
Upon a lapſe of half-a-year, the donatien falls 
to the archbiſhop, and after a full year, to the 
crown, during pleaſure. Therefore it would be 
no hardſhip for any clergyman alive, if (in thoſe | 
parts of Ireland, whete the number of ſectaries 
much excecds that of the conformiſts) the pro- 
firs, when ſequeſtered, might be. applied to the 
ſupport of the Diflenting teacher, who hath ſo 
many ſouls to take care of: whereby the poor 
tenants would be much relieved in thoſe hard 
times, and in a better condition to pay their 
rents. 
But there is another Aifficulty in this matter, 
againſt which a remedy doth not ſo zeadily oc- 
cur. For ſuppoſing a Teſt Act repealed, and the 
Diſlenters, in conſequence, fully qualified for 
all ſecular employments; the queſtion may be 
Mill put, whether thoſe of Ireland will be often 
the perſons on whom they ſhall be beſtowed? 
anne it is ene. there thay be another 
| | ſeminary 
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ſeminaty in view, more numerous ad? more 
needy, as well as more meriting, and more eafily 
_ contented with ſuch low offices; which ſome 
nearer neighbours hardly think it worth ſtirring 
from their chimney- ſides to obtain, And I am 
told, it is the common practice of thoſe who are 
{killed in the management of bees, that when 
they ſee a foreign ſwarm ar ſome diſtance, ap- 
proaching with an intention to plunder their 


| hives, theſe artiſts have a trick to divert them 


into ſome neighbouring apiary, there to make 
what havock they pleaſe. This I ſhould not 


have hinted, if I had not known it already to 


have gotten ground in many ſuſpecting heads; 


for it is the peculiar talent of this nation to ſee- 


dangers afar off; to all which I can only ſay, 


that our native Preſbyterians muſt, by pains and 


induſtry, raiſe ſuch a fund of merit, as will an- 


{wer to a birth fix degrees more to the north, If 


they cannot arrive at this perfection, as ſeveral 


of the eſtabliſhed church have compaſſed by in- 


defatigable pains, I do not well ſee, how their 
affairs will much mend by repealing the Teſt: 
for to be qualified by law to accept an employ- 
ment, and yet to be diſqualified in fact, as it will 


much increaſe the mortification, ſo it will with- 


draw the pity of many among their well-wiſhers, 
and utterly deprive them of that merit they have 
ſo long made, of being a loyal, true Protefiant 
people, perſecuted only for religion. 
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If this hs to be their caſe, they muſt wait 
maturity of time; until they can, by prudent, 
gentle ſteps, make their faith become the religi- 

8 on eſtabliſhed in the nation; after which, I do 
: not in the leaſt doubt, that they will take the 
moſt effectual methods to ſecure their power 
; againſt thoſe, who muſt then be Diſſenters in 
their turn; whereof, if we may form a future 
opinion from preſent times, and the diſpoſitions 
of Diſſenters, who love to make a thorough re- 
formation, the number and qualities will be very 
inconſiderable. | | 
Thus I have, with- the e ſincerity, after 
Tn thinking, given my judgment upon this 
arduous affair; but with the utmoſt deference and 
mien to re wiſdom and power. 


QUERIES 
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SACR 3 NTA by TEST. 


Written in the Year 1732. 


5 PL : HETHER hatred and violence be- 
- tween parties in a ſtate, be not 

more inflamed by different views of intereſt, than 

by the greater or leſſer differences between em 


either in religion or government? 


Whether it be any part of the queſtion at . : 


; time, which of the two religions is worſe, Popery 
or Fanaticiſm; or not rather, which of the two 
(having both the ſame good will) is in the hope- 
_ fulleſt condition to ruin the church? 

Whether the ſectaries, whenever they come to 
prevail, will not ruin the church as infallibly 
and effectually as the Papiſts? 


Whether the prevailing ſectaries could allow 
liberty of conſcience to Diſſenters without bely- 
ing all their former practice, and almoſt all their | 


former writings ? 


Whether many cg thouſand Scotch Preſ- 
by terians are not full as virulent againſt the epiſ- 


* 


p 


E 
eopal church, as they are againſt the Papiſts; or 
as they would have us think the Papiſts are 1 9 885 
them? 

Whether the Dutch, abs are moſt dittinguiſb⸗ 
ed for allowing liberty of conſcience, do admit 
any perſons, who profeſs a different ſcheme of 
worſhip from their own, into civil employments; 
although they may be forced, by the nature of 
their government, to receive mercenary troops ot 
all religion? 

Whether the Diſſenters ever 8 un- 
. tif of late years, to defire more than a bare toler- 
ation? 

Whether, if it be true, Sat a ſorry ah. 
leteer aſſerts, who lately writ for repealing the 
Teſt, that the Diſſenters, in this kingdom, are 
equally numerous with the Churchmen, it would 
not be a neceſſary point of prudence, by all pro- 5 
per and lawful means, to prevent their further 
increaſe? | 

The great argument given by thoſe, Sn 


they call low churchmen, to juſtify the large to- 


lerations allowed to Diſſenters, hath been; that, 
by fuch indulgencies, the rancour of ſectaries 
would gradually wear off, many of them would 
come over to us, and their parties, in a little time, 
crumble to nothing. 
Query, Whether, if what the above pamphle- 


teer afferts, that the ſectaries are equal in num- 


bers with conformiſts, be true, it doth not 
N 5 . 
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| clearly follow, that thoſe repeated roleraiicin . 


have operated directly contrary to what thoſe 


low church politicians pretended to foreſee and 
exgeck. 


Whether any clergyman, rawever dignified or 


diſtinguiſhed, if he think his own profeſſion moſt 
agr-eable to holy Scripture and the primitive 


church, can really wiſh, in his heart, that all 


ſectaries ſhould be upon an equal foot with the 


churebmen, in the point of civil power and em- 


ployments ? 

Whether epiſcopacy; which is beld by os. 
church to be a divine and apoſtolical inſtitution, 
be not a fundamental point of religion, par- 
ticularly in that eſſential one of ann holy 

orde rs? | 

Vw hether, by neceſſary conſequences, the 
ſeveral expedients among the ſectaries to conſti- 
tute their teachers, are not abſolutely null and 
void? 

Whether the ſeQtaries will ever agree to accept 
ordination only from biſhops ? 


Whether the biſhops and clergy will be « con- | 


tent to give up epiſcopacy, as a point indifferent, 
without which the church can well ſubfiſt ? 


Whether that great tenderneſs towards ſecta· 
ries, which now fo much prevails, be chiefly 


owing to the fears of Popery, or to that ſpirit 


of atheiſm, deiſm, ſcepticiſm, and univerſal im- 
morality, which all good men fo much lament? , 
* 
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teavitns: Popery to have meny more errors u 
religion than any one branch of the ſectaries, let 
us examine the actions of both, as they have 
each affected the peace of theſe kingdoms, with 
allowance for the ſhort time which the ſectaries 
had to act in, who are in a manner but of yeſter- 


day. The Papiſts, in the time of King James 


the Second, uſed all endeavours to eſtabliſh t heir 
ſuperſtition, wherein they failed by the united 
power of Engliſh Church-Proteſtants, with the 
Prince of Orange's aſſiſtance. But it cannot be 
afferted, that theſe bigotted Papiſts had the 


leaſt defign to oppoſe or murder their King, 


much leſs to aboliſh kingly government; nor 
was it their intereſt or melination to er pt | 
either, 

On the other fide, the Puritans, who had al- 
moſt from the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's 


teign, been a perpetual thorn in the church's 
ſide, joining with the Scotch enthuſiaſts in the 


fime of King Charles the Firſt, were the principal 


_ cauſe of the Iriſh rebellion and maffacre, by dif- 


treſſing that Prince, and making it impoſſible for 


him to fend over timely ſuccours. And after 


that pious Prince had fatisfied his Parliament in 


every fingle point to be complained of, the ſame 
ſectaries, by poiſoning the minds and affections 


of the people, with the moſt falſe and wicked 


repreſentations of their King, were able, in the 


compaſs of a few years, to embrorl the three na- 
| tions 
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tions in a bloody rebellion, at the expence of 


many thouſand lives; to turn the kingly power 
into anarchy; to murder their Prince in the face 


of the world, and (in their own Ale) to 9 


the church root and branch. 


The account therefore ſtands has :—The 


| Papiſts aimed at one pernicious act, which was 
to deſtroy the Proteſtant religion ; wherein, by 
God's mercy, and the aſſiſtance of our glorious 


King William, they abſolutely failed. The ſec · 


taries attempted the three moſt infernal actions 


that could poſſibly enter into the hearts of men 
| forſaken by God; which were, the murder of a 
moſt pious King, the deſtruction of the monarchy, | 


and the extirpation of the church; and ſucceed- 
97 in them all. 


Upon which I put the following queries: 


Whether any of thoſe ſectaries have ever yet, in 
a a ſolemn, public manner, renounced any one of 


thoſe principles upon which their Predeceſſors 
then acted? | 
Whether, conſidering the Seel perſecutions 
of the epiſcopal church during the courſe of 
that horrid rebellion, and the conſequences of 
it until the happy reſtoration, it is not manifeſt, 
that the perſecuting ſpirit lies-ſo equally divid- 
ed between the Papiſts and the ſectaries, that 
a feather would turn the balance on either fide ? 
And therefore, laſtly, Whether any perſon of 
cd p, who profeſſeth himſelf 
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a member of the church eſtabliſhed, although, 
perhaps, with little inward regard to any religion 
(Which is too often the caſe) if he loves the 
peace and welfare of his country, can, after cool 
thinking, rejoice to ſee a power placed again in 
the hands of ſo reſtleſs, ſo ambitious, and ſo 
mercileſs a faction, to act over all the lame parts 
a ſecond time? 

Whether the candor of that rating ſo fre- 
quent of late in ſermons and pamphlets, of the 
ſtrength and number of the Papiſts in Ireland, 
can be juſtified? For as to their number, however 
great, it is always magnified in proportion to the 
zeal or politics of the ſpeaker and writer; but it 
is a groſs impoſition upon common reafon, to 
terrify us with their ſtrength. For Popery, un- 
der the circumſtances ir lies in this kingdom, al- 
though it be offenſive and inconvenient enough, 
from the conſequences it hath to encreaſe the 
rapine, floth, and ignorance, as well as poverty 
of the natives, is not properly dangerous in that 
ſenſe, as ſome would. have us take it; becauſe it 
is univerſally hated by every part of a different 
religious profeſſion. It is the contempt of the 
wiſe; the beſt topic for clamours of deſigning 
men; but the real terror only of fools, The 
landed Popiſh intereſt, in England, far exceeds 
that among us, even in proportion to the wealth 
and extent of each kingdom. The little that 
remains here is daily dropping into * 

hands 
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wah by purchaſe or deſcent; and that affected 
complaint of counterfeit converts will fall, with 
the cauſe of it, in half a generation, unleſs it be 
raiſed or kept alive as a continual fund of merit 
and eloquence. The Papiſts are wholly diſarm- 
ed; they have neither courage, leaders, money, 
nor inclinations to rebel: they want every advan- 
tage which they formerly poſſeſſed, ta follow 
that trade; and wherein even with thoſe advan- 
tages they always miſcarried: they appear very 
eaſy and ſatisfied under that connivance, which 

they enjoyed during the whole laſt reign; nor 
ever ſcrupled to reproach another party, under 
which they pretend to have ſuffered ſo much 
ſeverity. : | 
Upon theſe conſiderations, I muſt confeſs to 
have ſuſpended much of my pity towards the 
great dreaders of Popery; many of whom appear 
to be hale, ſtrong, active, young men; who, as 
Iam told, eat, drink, and ſleep heartily ; and are 
very chearful (as they have exceeding good rea- 
ſon) upon all other ſubjects. However, I can-, 
not too much commend the generous concern, 
which our neighbours, and others who come' 
from the ſame neighbourhood, are ſo kind to 
expreſs for us upon this account ; although the 
former be farther removed from the danger of 
Popery by twenty leagues of ſalt water: but this, 
I fear, is a a digreſſion. 


When 


When an artificial report was raiſed here, 
many years ago, of an intended invaſion by the 
Pretender, (which blew over, after it had done 

its office) the Diſſenters argued, in their talk and 
in their pamphlets, after this manner, applying 
themſelves to thoſe of the church: Gentlemen, 
if the Pretender had landed, as the law now 
ſtands, we durſt not aſſiſt you; and therefore, 
unleſs you take off the Teſt, whenever you ſhall 
happen to be invaded in earneſt, if we are defi- 
red to take up arms in your defence, our anſwer 
ſhall be; Pray, gentlemen, fight your own bat- 
tles; we will not do your drudgery. This way 
of reaſoning I have heard from ſeveral of their 
chiefs and abettors in an hundred converſations ; 
and have read it in twenty pamphlets : and I am 
confident it will be offered again, if the project 

mould fail to take off the Teſt. 
Upon which piece of oratory and reaſoning, 
I form the following query. Whether, in caſe 
of an invaſion from the Pretender (which is not 
quite ſo. probable as from the Grand Signior) the 
Diflenters can, with prudence and ſafety, offer 
the ſame plea ; except they ſhall have made a 
previous ſtipulation with the invaders? And 
whether the full freedom of their religion and 
trade, their lives, properties, wives and children, 
are not, and have not always been reckoned, ſuf- 
_ ficient motives for repelling invaſions; eſpecially 
in our ns, who call themſelves the trueſt 
: Proteſtants, 
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Proteſtants, by virtue of theirpretended « or real | 
fierceneſs againſt Popery. Kh 
Whether omitting or neglecting to celebrate 
the day of the martyrdom of the bleſſed King 
Charles the firſt, enjoined by act of Parliament, 
can be juſtly reckoned a particular and diſ- 
tinguiſhing mark of good affection to the preſent 

government ? 
Whether in thoſe churches, hes the ſaid 
| day i is obſerved, it will fully anſwer the intent of 
the ſaid act, if the preacher ſhall commend, ex- 
cuſe, palliate, or extenuate the murder of that 
Royal Martyr; and place the guilt of that horrid 


rebellion, with all its conſequences, the following 


uſurpations, the entire deſtruction of the church, 
the cruel and continual perſ-cutions of thoſe who 
could be diſcovered to profeſs its doctrines, with 
the enſuing babel of fanaticiſm, to the account 
of that bleſſed King, who, by granting the 
Petition of Right, and paſſing every bill that 
could be aſked for the ſecurity of the ſubject, 
had, by the confeſſion of thoſe wicked men be- 
fore the war began, left them wein more to 
demand? | . 
Whether ſuch a 8 as I have bn 8 
| (whereof there have been more than one, not ma- 
ny years paſt, even in the preſence of vice-roys) 
who takes that courſe as a means for promotion, 
may not be thought to ſtep a little out of the 
| " WJ common 


ti 


common road, in a monarchy where the de- 
ſcendants of that moſt bleſſed e have rein 
ed to this day? „ | 

I ground the reaſon of making theſe queries 
on the title of the act; to which I refer =o 


| reader. 
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